METAMORPHOSES
by his Odi navali> and now made a fervent appeal
to the university students and to the Italian youth
in general; Corridono, the working-class leader,
who subsequently fell at the front; and I myself,
who transformed the Socialist Party."
"I have been told that when the Party expelled
you, you shouted, in answer to the hissing and
invective which arose from all parts of the hall:
'You hate me because you still love me!' That
was a fine saying. I suppose it really happened?"
He nodded assent, and thereupon I questioned
him once more about his early nationalist leanings.
He said:
"As long ago as 1911, when I was still a
member of the Socialist Party, I wrote that the
Gordian knot of Trent could be cut only by the
sword. At the same date I declared that war is
usually the prelude to revolution. It was there-
fore easy for me} when the Great War broke
out, to predict the Russian and the German
revolution."
"You were under the spell of the notion that
there were 'two Germanics,' and believed in all
the tales of atrocities!"
"Yes," he agreed. "I continued to admire Ger-
man literature and music, but at the same time
I believed in the story of the Belgian horrors.
Subsequently, when they were refuted, I publicly
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